
 

 

WINTER 2023/TANZANIA STUDY ABROAD 

 

COURSE ARC492/592: Stories of Sustainability in Tanzania (cross-list EVS493 + PSY323) 
SEMESTER Winter 2023 
CREDITS 3.0 
SCHEDULE January 4-24th w/ travel between January 7-19th. 12 nights in-country 
LOCATION  Tanzania, Africa  
WEBSITE https://buffalo-sa.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=10080 
INSTRUCTOR 1 Christopher Romano, Architecture, ctromano@buffalo.edu 
INSTRUCTOR 2 Dan Nyaronga, Psychology, Empire State College, dan.nyaronga@esc.edu 
CLASSROOM  No formal classroom to be utilized 
MATERIALS  Camera phone + sketchbook required   
HOUSING  Hotel accommodations included 
MEALS  Meals included  
TRANSPORT  Jeep, bus, and in-country flight included. international flight from BUFJRO not included   
COST TBA   
APPLY By October 1st  using website above 
DEPOSIT By October 15th  

    
This Winter Session study abroad course will travel to Northern Tanzania for a two-week, intensive experiential learning 
program to explore principles of sustainable development and resource management within remote and extreme physical 
environments.  Following the direction of the UN Sustainable Development goals, the theoretical focus will explore the 
interconnectedness of an individual to their physical environment and how this delicate balance contributes to sensibilities 
of health, security, and well-being at the scale of the individual as well as the community.  This expedition-style program will 
begin in Arusha, followed by a short flight to Mwanza where we will pack into a convoy of Jeeps to traverse from Mwanza, to 
Shinyanga, Musoma, Tarime, Mugumu, and lastly safaris at the Serengeti National Park and the Ngorongoro Crater (both 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites).  At each locale, our team will engage with NGOs, vocational training centers, 
colleges/universities, naturalist guides, and a Maasai tribe who live and work within these vulnerable environments. 
Collectively, participants will experience a wide variety of interpretive programming regarding the history, ecology, culture, 
infrastructure, as well as politics of preservation versus development of the African wilderness.  Utilizing photography, 
mapping, sketching, data recording, and interviewing - students will complete projects through the framework of storytelling 
that reveal how physical environments and infrastructure related to shelter, food, energy, water, and sanitation directly affect 
the quality of life experienced by vulnerable populations within rural communities.  The course will be supported by a diverse 
team of faculty and consultants providing interdisciplinary expertise in the areas of architecture, planning, ecology, 
sustainability, and community psychology.  The course will feature engagement with the ELN Project Portal, allowing students 
to complete Global Collaboration or Sustainability digital badges in conjunction with final storytelling projects. 
 
Note: If interested in remaining in-country to hike Mount Kilimanjaro, Elev. 19,341 ft. please contact Christopher Romano, Architecture.  


