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WHY

BUILD BRIDGES?



A bridge between Buffalonians and 
their fellow citizens



Image by Riverline

A bridge between Buffalonians and 
their natural and historical environment
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A bridge between Buffalonians and the 
world
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A bridge between the past, present, 
and future of Buffalo’s waterfront
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A bridge between architecture, urban 
design, and real estate



Course 
overview

• MSRED and M.Arch
Courses collaborate 
to mutually 
empower 
designers and 
developers;

• Separate syllabi, 
one for each 
course.



Course phases
1. ANALYSIS

• You will study the site from a physical and environmental perspective;
• MSRED students will study the site from a market viability, incentive structure, and regulatory 

perspective;
2. BEST PRACTICES

• You will study the best practices of urban redevelopment applicable to your site;
• You will travel to Pittsburgh (hotel paid!) to experience urban redevelopment and its issues 

firsthand.
3. ENVISION

• In collaboration with MSRED students, you will create a SWOT synopsis and corresponding site 
concept

4. DESIGN
• You will enter an iterative feedback loop, in which you design the materialization for the market 

potential that MSRED students provide and test
• You learn to design a block structure, public space network, and building envelopes

5. PRESENT
• You present your work to a jury of local partners, with the chance to win a prize!





Project partners and stakeholders



• Daylit a portion of Scajaquada Creek
• Increased amount of green space
• Preserved existing trees on site

• Over 500 new units with improved access to NFTA 
Delavan Station

• Infrastructure improvements to create Complete Streets
ACCESS

COMMUNITY 

WELLNESS

SUSTAINABILITY 

• New bike paths and walking trails
• Healthy food options in market hall
• Public fitness facility which is easily accessed

• Walkable commercial district
• Consolidating and bridging Canisius Campus
• More recreational opportunities

CONNECTIONS - SUSTAINABILITY



KEY
NFTA Metro Line 
NFTA Metro Station 
Bike Path
Bike Friendly Road 
Activity Areas

DOWNTOWN

UB SOUTH CAMPUS

OLMSTED PARK SYSTEM

CANISIUS UNIVERSITYTHE CROSSINGS

REGIONAL CONTEXT



Jack McGowan, Victoria Thompson, Zach Wiekierak, Bryan Jackson, Cole Harrity, 
Joe Lilley, Michella Kobti, The Crossings, ARC607 / END593, 2023.
Photo credit: Jack McGowan, Victoria Thompson, Zach Wiekierak, 2023.





KEY
Scajaquada Creek 
Bike Path
Existing Trees 
New Trees 
Sports Field
Public Green Space 
Forest Lawn

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE



KEY
Bike Path 
NFTA Metro
NFTA Metro Station 
NFTA Bus Routes 
NFTA Bus Stops 
Parking

TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE



KEY
Commercial
For Rent Housing
For Sale Housing
Student Housing
Existing Canisius Facility 
New Canisius Facility 
Sports Field

LAND USE





DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY



What you will learn
1. URBAN DESIGN AND RESEARCH

• Urban analysis (infrastructure, housing, inhabitation, public space, green space, ecology)
• Best practice case study analysis
• Urban concept development and envisioning
• Block structure design
• Street and public space design
• Building envelope design

2. THE REAL ESTATE PERSPECTIVE
• The role of markets in shaping urban environments
• The importance of financial viability for successful (urban) design

3. COLLABORATION AND LEADERSHIP
• The value of working with different perspectives
• Team roles and leadership
• Maximizing the value of different skills and personality types
• Collaborative production
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